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ordered such farm-houses to be rebuilt and land assigned to
them for arable cultivation. The second stated that since
the Act of 1593 " there have grown many more depopula-
tions, by turning tillage into pasture, than at any time for the
like number of years heretofore " ; and it enacted that land
converted to pasture should be restored to tillage l.
A debate The last Parliament of Elizabeth witnessed an attempt
to rePeal the Statutes of Tillage, apparently at the instigation
of the ' great sheep-masters '. " The ears of our great sheep-
masters ", protested a member, " do hang at the doors of
this House " 2. The debate which ensued gave expression
to the conflicting currents of opinion on the agrarian problem.
One speaker advocated repeal on the ground that " now
corn is cheap ; if too cheap the husbandman is undone whom
we must provide for, for he is the staple man of the kingdom ".
Bacon opposed the motion : "It stands not with the policy
of the State that the wealth of the kingdom should be en-
grossed into a few graziers' hands ". Raleigh considered
" the law fit to be repealed. . . . The Hollander, which
never soweth corn, hath by his industry such plenty that
will serve other nations. . . . And therefore I think the
best course is to set it at liberty and leave every man free,
which is the desire of a true Englishman ". Cecil retorted :
" I think that whosoever doth not maintain the plough
destroys this kingdom. . . . My motion therefore shall be
that this law may not be repealed. . . . Say that a glut of
corn should be, have we not sufficient remedy by transporta-
tion. ... I am sure when warrants go from the Council for
levying of men in the countries, and the certificates be re-
turned unto us again, we find the greatest part of them to
be ploughmen. ... If we debar tillage we give scope to the
depopulator: and then, if the poor being thrust out of their
houses go to dwell with others, straight we catch them with
the Statute of Inmates: if they wander abroad, they are
within the danger of the Statute of the Poor to be whipped " 3.
Throughout the reign of James I. the agrarian problem
1 Statutes, iv. part ii. 891, 893-894.
*  Hist. MSS. Comm. Salisbury, vii. 543.
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